
SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EVIDENCE TASKFORCE 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 

Office of the Attorney General 

 

This meeting will be conducted virtually and will be available for viewing by the press and public online 

at the following Live Broadcast Link: 

 

Meeting number: 146 423 8204 

Password: 3Y2RyNrYPP3 
https://oagokgov.webex.com/oagokgov/j.php?MTID=mc1204cd702b4c8b7e57e39a57defa382  

Join by video system 

Dial 1464238204@oagokgov.webex.com 

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number. 

 

Join by phone 

+1-415-655-0001 US Toll 

Access code: 146 423 8204 

 

This Virtual Regular Meeting is being held consistent with the amendments to the Open Meeting Act, 25 

O.S. 2011, § 301 et seq., signed into law by Gov. J. Kevin Stitt on Wednesday, March 18, 2020.  See 

Senate Bill No. 661, 2020 O.S.L 3, §3 

 

Members of the Sexual Assault Task Force will be appearing as follows: 

Andrea Fielding, OSBI     Attending Via Videoconference 

Deputy Chief Jeffrey Becker, Oklahoma City PD   Attending Via Videoconference 

Danielle Tudor, Survivor     Attending Via Videoconference 

Linda Terrell, Survivor     Attending Via Videoconference 

Shelley Miller, Native Alliance Against Violence  Attending Via Videoconference 

Jan Peery, YWCA      

 By Designee: Amanda Kemp, YWCA  Attending Via Videoconference 

Lt. Darin Ehrenrich, Tulsa PD    Attending Via Videoconference 

Kathy Bell, SANE      Attending Via Videoconference 

Melissa Blanton, Office of the Attorney General  Attending Via Videoconference 

OK Assoc. of Chiefs of Police 

 By Designee: Chief Don Sweger, Guthrie PD Attending Via Videoconference 

Ray McNair, Oklahoma Sheriffs Assoc.   Attending Via Videoconference   

Trent Baggett, District Attorney Council   

By Designee David Prater, 

Oklahoma County District Attorney   Attending Via Videoconference 

Robert Ravitz Oklahoma County Public Defender  Attending Via Videoconference 

Candida Manion, OCADVSA    Attending Via Videoconference  

Director Jesus “Eddie” Campa, CLEET   Attending Via Videoconference  

Jari Askins, Administrative Office of the Courts  Attending Via Videoconference 

 By Designee: Debra Charles    Attending Via Videoconference 

Chief Brian Swim, Tahlequah PD    Attending Via Videoconference 

Sheriff Mike Reed, Mayes County    Attending Via Videoconference 

 

https://oagokgov.webex.com/oagokgov/j.php?MTID=mc1204cd702b4c8b7e57e39a57defa382
mailto:1464238204@oagokgov.webex.com


 

Non-Voting Members 

Sen Kay Floyd (D), OK Senate    Attending Via Videoconference 

Sen. Stephanie Bice (R), OK Senate    Attending Via Videoconference 

Rep. Jon Echols (R), OK House    Attending Via Videoconference 

Rep. Monroe Nichols (D), OK House   Attending Via Videoconference 

Attending Non-Members 

Jessica Cleveland, Office of the Governor 

 By Designee: Baylee Williams   Attending Via Videoconference    

Karen Cunningham, Office of the Attorney General  Attending Via Videoconference 

Lori Carter, Office of the Attorney General   Attending Via Videoconference 

 

IN THE EVENT ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ARE LOST OR COMPROMISED OR 

LIVESTREAMING IS INTERRUPTED DURING THE MEETING, THE SEXUAL ASSAULT 

FORENSIC EVIDENCE TASK FORCE WILL TEMPORARILY RECESS IN ORDER FOR 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES TO BE RESOLVED 

 

1. Call to Order 

a. Roll Call/Establishment of Quorum 

b. Assurance of Compliance with Open Meeting Act 

 

2. Discussion and Possible Action on August 13, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes (Attached) 

3. Sexual Assault Kit Initiative updates 

a. TulSAKI Program: 

 Introduction of TulSAKI Site Coordinator, Lt. Darin Ehrenrich 

 TulSAKI program updates by Lt. Ehrenrich 

b. Oklahoma City SAK Program: 

 Police Department updates on Oklahoma City’s Program for testing sexual assault kits by 

Deputy Chief, Jeff Becker 

c. OAG SAKI Team: 

 Update to include Inventory status, SAKI program informational meetings with law 

enforcement agencies, and outsourced Lab bid status by Cathy Adams, Site 

Coordinator/Resource Prosecutor 

 Update to include Victim Advocacy Working Group, SAKI program informational 

meetings with CCRT, and OCADVS by Taelyn Langford, Victim Advocate 

 

4. Discussion and Possible Action on Recommendations Addressing Retrieval of Sexual Assault Kits 

(SAKs) from SANEs by Law Enforcement and Storage Responsibilities for No Report Kits  

 Presented by Jenifer Ellis, OAG SAKI Team Agent 

 

5. New Business Not Known or Which Could Not Have Been Reasonably Foreseen Before the Posting of 

the Agenda (In accordance with 25 O.S. § 311(9)) 

 

6. Announcements 

7. Adjournment 



Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Task Force 
Virtual Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Meeting Held Via the WebEx Virtual Platform 
 

1. Call to Order 
a. Roll Call/Establishment of Quorum 

The meeting was held in compliance with the amendments to the Open Meeting Act, 25 O.S. 2011, § 
301 et seq., signed into law by Gov. J. Kevin Stitt on March 18, 2020.  The meeting was called to order by 
Attorney general Mike Hunter in accordance with the Open Meeting Act at 1:32 p.m.  Members present 
included Andrea Fielding, Gregory Johnston for Jeff Becker, Amanda Kemp for Jan Peery, Jillian Phippen, 
Kathy Bell, Melissa Blanton, Don Sweger for Steve Emmons, Candida Manion, Jesus “Eddie” Campa, 
Debra Charles for Jari Askins and Linda Terrell.  Danielle Tudor, Shelley Miller, Ray McNair, Trent 
Baggett, Robert Ravitz, Bryan Swim and Mike Reed were absent.  Non-voting member Senator Kay Floyd 
was present.  Other attendees included Tyler Talley, Taelyn Langford, Jenifer Ellis, Lori Carter, Alexandra 
Adkins, Thomas Krug and Cathy Adams. 

b. Assurance of Compliance with Open Meeting Act 
Melissa Blanton and Cathy Adams verified compliance with the Open Meeting Act requiring the date, 
time and location was posted with the Secretary of State on December13, 2019 at 1:22 p.m. and the 
notice of the date, time, place and live broadcast links information and agenda for the meeting was 
posted on the Attorney General’s web site and at 10:07 a.m. on August 12, 2020. 
 

2. Discussion and Possible Action on January 9, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Copies of the meeting minutes from January 9, 2020 regular meeting were attached to the posted Agenda and 
distributed via e-mail to all members for review and consideration.  Andrea Fielding made a motion to accept 
the minutes, Jillian Phippen seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
3. Update from CLEET by Director Jesus “Eddie” Campa re: Implementation of training requirements as set out in 

Title 70 O.S. § 3311.5(L)  
Director Campa advised that CLEET has completed the curricula as required by statute.  The new one hour 
training will be presented online and available Monday, August 17, 2020.  Melissa Blanton requested a link for 
the training to distribute to the Task Force members. 
 

4. The Sexual Assault Kit  Initiative 
a. The Attorney General’s statewide Sexual Assault Kit Initiative Team (OAG SAKI Team), Taelyn Langford, 

Victim Advocate, Jenifer Ellis, Agent and Cathy Adams, Resource Prosecutor/Site Coordinator, were 
introduced.  Each provided a program overview and project updates on the ongoing statewide inventory 
and phased submittal plan for certification, the victim advocacy group’s development and progress, and 
meetings with grantees from other state jurisdictions to discuss statewide programs experiences and 
best practices.  The OAG SAKI Team expressed appreciation of its partnership with the OSBI Forensic 
Science Center. 

b. The TulSAKI program update was presented by Captain Jillian Phippen.  The TulSAKI program is 
submitting SAKs for testing and has thus far tested 254 Kits that have resulted in 22 CODIS eligible hits 
resulting in 12 CODIS hits and two cases sent to the District Attorney’s Office for charging.  Of those 12 
hits, 6 of the victims chose not to move forward.  However, the TulSAKI program was able to provide 
information and victim advocacy resources for those victims.  The TulSAKI is continuing work on 
finalizing its inventory and should reach completion and submittal for certification by BJA in October 
2020. 

c. The Oklahoma City Police Department (OCPD) update was given by Major Greg Johnston and Thomas 
Krug of the OCPD Sex Crimes Unit.  The OCPD was able to obtain funding approval by the City Council of 



Oklahoma City for $300,000.00 for the testing of 1,600 SAKs.  150 have been sent for testing with Y and 
Y screening for DNA being performed first and if positive, the kit is re-screened. 
 

5. Update on the Statewide Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System 
a. Training Update was given by Andrea Fielding, OSBI.  Training is ongoing by Matt Stillwell to law 

enforcement agencies around the State.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic,    Matt has been able to 
implement and deliver training using a virtual format. 

b. The OSBI’s tracking system is going well and any system updates are being handled by the OSBI in-house 
IT Division.  Matt Stillwell runs reports and any lag in the system can be addressed.  Matt reaches out to 
entities to help make sure kits are entered and updated in the system. 
 

6. Discussion and possible action regarding retrieval of both, Report to Law Enforcement and Non Report Kits 
a. Retrieval of Sexual Assault Kits from SANEs 

Melissa Blanton started the discussion by reporting some of the issues the OAG SAKI Team has 
observed.  SAKs are being retained by SANEs for longer than the 20 days as prescribed in statute, 
especially Non-Report SAKs.  The issue of retrieval of SAKs from SANEs by Law Enforcement could be an 
educational or training issue that may be addressed through CLEET’s new training curriculum.  Andrea 
Fielding expressed that it may be a matter of confusion of who is responsible for Non Report SAKs.  
Amanda Kemp added that out of courtesy, the OCPD picks up SAKs of other jurisdictions from the 
Oklahoma City YWCA SANE.  She added that the YWCA experiences the most difficulty with the very 
small departments not picking up their SAKs.  Kathy Bell advised the group that the Tulsa PD picks up 
SAKs from their SANE program. 

b. Andrea Fielding discussed that the OSBI has received feedback from tribal law enforcement asserting 
Tribes have to abide by the State’s statutory requirement of law enforcement submitting SAKs for 
testing within 20 days applies due to the jurisdictional issues and the McGirt Supreme Court ruling.  
Attorney General Hunter advised the McGirt ruling affected jurisdiction in Tulsa County and the 9 
surrounding counties to the north, south, east and west.  The McGirt ruling addressed jurisdiction of the 
Creek Nation and as of now, does not involve the other four Civilized Tribes.  The OAG will reach out to 
the US Attorney’s Office regarding the tribal law enforcement relationship.  Attorney General Hunter 
suggested may be a letter from his office to law enforcement would be helpful.   
Attorney General Hunter requested Melissa Blanton and the OAG SAKI Team to prepare a 
recommendation for submittal to the SAFE Task Force at its next meeting a practical guidance to address 
this issue. 
 

7. New Business 
There was no new business. 
 

8. Announcements 
New member survivor Linda Terrell was introduced by Melissa Blanton.  The group welcomed Ms. Terrell to her 
first meeting. 
 
Jillian Phippen advised the group that she has been promoted to the rank of Captain within the Tulsa Police 
Department and will be assigned to another division of TPD.  A new Lt. will be assigned to TulSAKI and will 
become the new member of the SAFE Task Force.  Congratulations and appreciation for Capt. Phippen’s 
contribution to the SAFE Task Force were expressed by the group. 
 

9. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by Andrea Fielding and seconded by Kathy Bell.  Hearing No objections, motion 
passed and the meeting was adjourned at 2:16 p.m. 

 
 



Recommendations for the retrieval and maintenance of SAECKs by Law Enforcement Agencies to be added 
to Guidelines & Procedures for the Collection, Submission and Testing of DNA Evidence Obtained in 
Connection with an Alleged Sexual Assault 
 
Retrieval 
All Sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs), regardless of whether a report of the crime was made, 
should be retrieved from the SANE or the appropriately trained medical professional that conducted the 
medical-forensic examination as soon as practicable by the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the 
crime. Law enforcement agencies may officially designate a specific person or persons responsible for 
retrieval. Law enforcement agencies may enter into agreements with other law enforcement agencies for the 
express purpose of retrieving SAECKs. 

 

 
*Recommended time frame for retrieval of SAECKs by law enforcement: 
 

 “no later than three (3) business days from the collection of the kit, or as specified by statute”- source 
National Best Practices for Sexual Assault Kits- National Institute of Justice 

 “not later than 5 days after the medical forensic exam was completed”- source The Sexual Assault 
Incident Procedure Bulletin for Law Enforcement- Illinois Attorney General 

 “Not later than ten days after the collection of the evidence”- source Public Act No. 18-83- State of 
Connecticut 

 “Departmental policy for the transfer of evidence obtained from a medical forensic exam should be 
followed strictly by all involved to ensure a clear chain of custody. It is also important that procedures 
for the transfer of evidence streamline the process to ensure that evidence is transported in a timely 
manner, as delay could potentially compromise sensitive evidence, such as liquid samples.”- source 
Executive Guidebook: Practical Approaches for Strengthening Law Enforcement’s Response to Sexual 
Assault – Police Executive Research Forum 

 
 
Maintenance 
Sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs) should be maintained by the law enforcement agency with 

jurisdiction over the crime. If the agency does not have the storage capacity to maintain the SAECKs that law 

enforcement agency may enter into an agreement with another law enforcement agency for the storage and 

maintenance of its SAECKs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State of Oklahoma 

 

Guidelines & Procedures for the Collection, 

Submission and Testing of DNA Evidence 

Obtained in Connection with an Alleged Sexual Assault 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation, Oklahoma City Police Department, and Tulsa Police 

Department accredited crime laboratories, through coordination with Oklahoma Sexual Assault Forensic 

Evidence Task Force, have developed the following guidelines and procedures for the collection, submission 

and testing of DNA evidence that is obtained in connection with an alleged sexual assault as well as the use 

of the Oklahoma Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System (OSAKTS). These guidelines and procedures should be 

disseminated to and utilized by all sexual assault nurse examiners (SANEs), medical providers, law 

enforcement agencies, forensic laboratories, and other persons or entities having custody or use of any 

sexual assault evidence collection kit in the state of Oklahoma. 

 
 

COLLECTION 
 
 Survivors of a sexual assault should undergo a medical‐forensic examination as soon as possible 

following the assault. 

 
 The standardized “State of Oklahoma Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit” should be used for 

collection of biological evidence during the medical‐forensic examination. 

 
 All medical‐forensic examination sites and providers have access to “State of Oklahoma Sexual 

Assault Evidence Collection Kits” at no cost and to training on kit components, sample collection, and 

corresponding documentation. Contact the OSBI Forensic Science Center at 405‐330‐6724 to request 

sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs) or training on the collection of biological evidence 

using the standardized statewide sexual assault evidence collection kit. 

 
 The medical‐forensic examination of a survivor should be performed by a health care professional 

specifically trained in the collection of evidence relating to sexual assault cases, such as sexual assault 

nurse examiner (SANE) or other appropriately trained medical 



professional. Sample collection by medical‐forensic examiners should be guided by the 

survivor’s history of the assault. In the absence of a complete history, examiners should 

obtain the full complement of samples, assisted by the physical assessment. 

 
 Detailed step‐by‐step instructions to be followed for evidence collection and 

documentation during the medical‐forensic examination are provided on the “State of 

Oklahoma Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit”. 

 
 Biological evidence should be collected regardless of the survivor’s post‐assault activities 

(e.g. showering, urinating, douching, swimming, sexual activity, eating, or drinking). Sexual 

assault samples should be collected from any survivor seeking care as soon as possible and 

up to five (5) days or longer post‐assault. 

 
 The following recommended time frames for evidence collection for a medical‐forensic 

examination have been provided by the Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Reporting 

(SAFER) Act Working Group: 

 
Type of Assault Collection Time 

Vaginal Up to 120 hours (5 days) 

Anal Up to 72 hours (3 days) 

Oral Up to 24 hours (1 day) 
Bite marks/saliva on skin Up to 96 hours (4 days) 

Unknown Collect respective samples within the time 
frames listed above 

 
 In some instances, case‐specific circumstances may support sample collection beyond the 

preceding standardized collection periods. The sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) or 

other appropriately trained medical professional performing the medical‐forensic 

examination may elect to collect samples at a time frame exceeding the recommended 

time frames based upon these case‐specific circumstances. 

 
 To recover as much DNA foreign to the survivor as possible during the evidence collection 

process, measures should be taken to concentrate the foreign material by using the fewest 

number of swabs necessary for the collection site. Generally, the two swabs provided in 

each collection envelope within the sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAECK) should be 

used for each specific site collection; however, in some case‐specific circumstances, it may 

be necessary to collect more or less than two swabs per site. To ensure laboratory 

efficiency, if multiple swabs are used during the collection, they should be collected 

concurrently when collected from the same site. It is recommended that when more than 

one swab is collected from a site that these swabs be collected consistently (i.e. in the 

same manner, such as either dry or moistened swabs depending upon collection site). 



 

 Major emphasis should be placed on continuing to support the survivor through the 

evidence collection process, keeping in mind the impact of the assault on the survivor, and 

balancing it with the potential impact of the forensic evidence that can be collected during 

the medical‐forensic examination. 

 
 The sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) or medical professional performing the medical‐ 

forensic examination of the survivor should complete as much of the paperwork within the 

sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAECK) as possible, including the “Sexual Assault 

History Form” and the “Sexual Assault Examination & Observation Form”. The details in the 

SAECK paperwork contain important information for laboratory staff to perform many 

different functions which may include prioritization of cases, assessing which items to test, 

if DNA profiles developed from items are eligible for entry into the Combined DNA Index 

System (CODIS) database, and/or to accurately interpret and provide statistical weight to 

the DNA results. 

 
 If, at the time the medical‐forensic examination is conducted, a report of the sexual assault 

is not made to law enforcement or if the survivor requests that the sexual assault evidence 

kit not be tested, the medical provider shall inform the survivor in writing of his or her right 

to request the testing of the sexual assault evidence kit at any future time. 

 

 Every precaution should be taken to avoid contamination of potential DNA evidence during 

the medical‐forensic exam while still maintaining a survivor‐centered approach. 

 
 Due to increased sensitivity in DNA technologies, masks and gloves should be used by all 

medical‐forensic care providers and others in the collection and packaging of evidence, 

especially during the collection of intimate samples. 

 
 Creating slides and smears at the medical‐forensic exam site from oral and anogenital 

samples is unnecessary and should be eliminated, since the slides prepared during the 

medical‐forensic exam generally have more epithelial cells, bacteria, and other debris. 

 
 Sexual assault nurse examiners (SANEs) and other medical professionals performing 

medical‐forensic examinations should receive intensive classroom and clinical training, 

which covers evidence collection, injury detection methods, chain‐of‐custody requirements, 

methods to avoid re‐traumatizing a survivor during an examination, and other topics 

related to both prosecutions and meeting the needs of sexual assault survivors. 

 See A National Protocol for Sexual Assault Medical Forensic Examinations for 

documentation that is critical for survivor care post sexual assault, as well as, 

the investigation of the crime. 



 Forensic pathologists, coroners, sexual assault nurse examiners (SANEs), and other 

personnel who provide post‐mortem medical‐forensic examinations for sexual 

assault should be forensically trained in normal post‐mortem changes. 

 

 Keeping all legal considerations in mind for the collection of evidence, medical‐forensic 

examinations of the suspect should be performed, when appropriate, given the type of 

sexual assault and the time elapsed since the assault, as a part of the investigative process. 

When case circumstances dictate collection of biological evidence from a suspect in a 

sexual assault, the standardized “State of Oklahoma Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit” 

may be utilized. Samples to be collected during the medical‐forensic examination of the 

suspect may include known reference sample (i.e. buccal swabs), penile swabs, finger 

swabs, or other miscellaneous samples depending upon case‐specific circumstances. 

Suspect sample collection as part of a medical‐forensic examination should ideally be 

completed by a medical‐forensic examiner or appropriately trained individual. 

 
 In instances where the alleged perpetrator has been identified but a medical‐forensic 

examination of the suspect will not be conducted, law enforcement personnel should 

obtain a buccal swab (reference sample) from that individual for DNA comparison purposes. 

Specific reference samples may be collected from a suspect by law enforcement personnel 

upon consent of the suspect or in accordance with a lawful court order. The reference 

sample must be packaged separately from the survivor sexual assault evidence collection 

kit (SAECK) and be clearly labeled as a suspect reference sample. 

 
 Any individual collecting suspect samples should be mindful of the need to avoid cross‐ 

contamination with survivor samples. 

 
 Following the sexual assault medical‐forensic examination, any samples collected from 

the survivor or suspect should be transferred to law enforcement. 

 
 The medical‐forensic record includes personal health information; therefore, if released, 

compliance with all federal and state privacy protections, including the protections of the 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), are required. 

 

SUBMISSION 
 

 [Retrieval:] All Sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs), regardless of whether a 
report of the crime was made, should be retrieved from the SANE or the appropriately 
trained medical professional that conducted the medical-forensic examination as soon as 
practicable by the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the crime. Law 
enforcement agencies may officially designate a specific person or persons responsible for 
retrieval. Law enforcement agencies may enter into agreements with other law 
enforcement agencies for the express purpose of retrieving SAECKs. 
 

 



 If a report of sexual assault is made to the law enforcement agency, the sexual assault kit 

“Submittal Envelope 1”, or other probative DNA evidence if a kit is not collected, shall be 

submitted to the appropriate accredited forensic laboratory for forensic testing within 

twenty (20) days after receipt of the evidence by the law enforcement agency unless the 

survivor requests that the sexual assault evidence collection kit not be tested. 

 
 An “unreported” sexual assault kit is a sexual assault kit collected from a survivor who has 

consented to the collection of the sexual assault evidence collection kit (SAECK) but has not 

consented to participate in the criminal justice process by reporting to law enforcement; 

these SAECKs should not be submitted to a forensic laboratory for analysis. 

 
 If at any point prior to commencement of testing of the sexual assault evidence 

collection kit (SAECK), the survivor elects to reconsider and does not want not have 

his/her SAECK tested; he/she may contact law enforcement and inform them of this 

choice. Law enforcement should notify the laboratory of this choice as soon as possible 

to prevent testing from beginning on the SAECK. 

 
 If a survivor who has initially declined testing of a sexual assault evidence collection kit 

(SAECK) requests testing of the SAECK at a future date, the law enforcement agency shall 

submit the sexual assault evidence collection kit “Submittal Envelope 1” to the 

appropriate accredited forensic laboratory for forensic testing within twenty (20) days of 

survivor’s request. Law enforcement should also have the survivor sign a consent form to 

allow for testing of the SAECK and release of associated information. 

 
 Efforts should be made by the law enforcement agency to identify, collect, and submit 

applicable known reference samples (i.e. buccal swabs) to the forensic laboratory with the 

evidence or as soon as practicable for DNA comparison. Case‐specific reference samples 

may include the suspect, the survivor (if not previously collected during medical‐forensic 

examination), and any consensual sexual partner of the survivor within 120 hours (5 days) 

prior to alleged sexual assault or between alleged assault and medical‐forensic 

examination. DNA analysis is a comparative process. Without necessary DNA reference 

samples, meaningful comparisons will not be possible and eligibility for entry into the CODIS 

database may be affected. 

 
 Law enforcement, working in consultation with forensic laboratory personnel, should 

consider submitting additional sexual assault evidence for testing if the initial evaluation of 

the submitted sexual assault evidence collection kit reveals no probative DNA evidence or 

there are case‐specific reasons for further analysis. Based upon case‐specific scenarios, the 

following items or other probative item(s) may be considered for submittal: survivor’s 

underwear, clothing, condoms, bedding, or weapons/instruments that may have been used 

in an assault. 



 Law enforcement must also take into consideration the resources of the forensic 

laboratory. Thus, exceptions to the evidence submission policy should be a collaborative 

effort between the laboratory and the law enforcement agency. Communication between 

forensic laboratories and law enforcement is key to achieving success. 

 
 Law enforcement or prosecutors should notify the forensic laboratory at the 

earliest possible date of any pending jury trial date necessitating expedited analysis. 

 
 All sexual assault evidence collection kits, whether tested or untested, must be retained in a 

secure, environmentally safe manner for not less than fifty (50) years or for the length of 

the statute of limitations for the alleged crime, whichever is longer.  Guidance on the 

proper storage and preservation of evidence is available in The Biological Evidence 

Preservation Handbook: Best Practice for Evidence Handlers. In general, a temperature 

(60°F‐75°F) and humidity (less than 60% humidity) controlled facility is recommended for 

non‐liquid biological samples such as those contained in the standardized “State of 

Oklahoma Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit”. 

 

 [Maintenance:] Sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs) should be 

maintained by the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the crime. If the 

agency does not have the storage capacity to maintain the SAECKs that law 

enforcement agency may enter into an agreement with another law enforcement 

agency for the storage and maintenance of its SAECKs. 

 
 When submitting a sexual assault evidence collection kit to the laboratory, law enforcement 

should provide the lab with a copy of the sexual assault history forms and a brief description 

of the incident (including where any evidence was collected from) or a police 

report/narrative in order to provide the laboratory staff with important information used 

for various purposes including assessing which items to test and if DNA profiles developed 

are eligible for entry into the Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) database. 

 
The following locations are available statewide for submission of evidence to the OSBI 

accredited forensic laboratory system: 
 

OSBI Forensic Science Center 
800 East 2nd Street 

Edmond, OK 73034 

Phone: 405‐330‐6724 

Toll‐free: 800‐522‐8253 

OSBI Eastern Regional Laboratory 

701 W. Carl Albert Parkway 

McAlester, OK 74501 

Phone: 918‐423‐6672 

 

OSBI Northeastern Regional Laboratory 
1995 Airport Parkway 
Tahlequah, OK 74464 
Phone: 918‐456‐0653 

OSBI Northwestern Regional Laboratory 
1305 E. Owen K. Garriott Road 
Enid, OK 73701 
Phone: 580‐242‐2600 



OSBI Southwestern Regional Facility 
607 SW E Avenue 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73507 
Phone: 580‐291‐8127 

 
The following accredited forensic laboratories are available for submission of evidence by their 

respective law enforcement agencies: 
 

Oklahoma City Police Department 
Forensic Laboratory 
616 Colcord Drive, Suite 217 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 
Phone: (405) 297‐1156 

Tulsa Police Department 

Forensic Laboratory 

1111 W. 17th Street 

Building E, 2nd Floor 

Tulsa, OK 74107 

Phone: (918) 596‐9266 

 

 
TESTING 

 

General Information 
In accordance with the “Forensic Laboratory Accreditation Act” and Oklahoma Statutes (74 OK 
Stat § 74‐150.37), all forensic laboratories operated by the state or any unit of municipal, 
county, city or other local government that examine physical evidence in criminal matters, 
including biological/DNA evidence, and provide opinion testimony in a court of law shall be 
accredited. Consequently, testimony, results, reports, or evidence of forensic analyses 
produced on behalf of the prosecution in a criminal trial shall be done by an accredited forensic 
laboratory. The accredited forensic laboratory serving the State of Oklahoma is operated by 
the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation. The accredited forensic laboratories serving the 
City of Oklahoma City and City of Tulsa are operated by the Oklahoma City Police Department 
and Tulsa Police Department, respectively. 

 

Any of the previously mentioned accredited forensic laboratories may analyze sexual assault 
evidence collection kits (SAECKs) and/or other sexual assault evidence, such as underwear, 
condoms, clothing, bedding, etc., by screening for the presence of body fluid(s) and/or male 
DNA (for female survivor kits). If either are indicated on an item(s) from the kit the laboratory 
should proceed with short tandem repeat (STR) nuclear‐based DNA testing on the most 
probative item(s) with the purpose of generating a DNA profile foreign to the survivor that is 
suitable for comparison and/or Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) entry. In most cases, 
moving forward with an autosomal DNA amplification typing kit will provide the most relevant 
information, especially if the suspect is not known and a DNA profile foreign to the survivor is 
generated, due to the high power of discrimination and utility for searching CODIS that is 
associated with autosomal DNA. If the laboratory is unable to obtain an autosomal CODIS‐ 
eligible DNA profile, the laboratory should evaluate the case to determine if any other DNA‐ 



typing results, such as male‐specific DNA, could be used for investigative purposes, such as to 
establish sexual contact, corroboration, and/or to identify/exclude a suspect. 

 

Procedures 
Laboratory practices strive to be effective in obtaining probative evidence in a timely manner 
for use in the investigation and prosecution of alleged sexual assault cases. Ultimately, it is the 
responsibility of each laboratory to determine what processes and practices will work 
effectively in its jurisdiction and adjust accordingly depending on their available resources and 
current caseloads. Each laboratory may employ a variety of strategies for testing sexual assault 
evidence collection kits (SAECKs) and/or other sexual assault evidence in the most efficient 
manner, which may include but are not limited to instituting evidence submission policies, 
employing high‐throughput processing (batching samples, Direct to DNA approach, use of 
automated methodologies, etc.), and/or seeking additional resources to expand capacity, or 
outsourcing. Each laboratory determines what processes and practices will work effectively in 
their laboratory for the analysis of SAECKs and/or other sexual assault evidence, including any 
technologies and methodologies used. All laboratories will remain independent and neutral 
when evaluating evidence items to test and what methodologies to use. 

 
All biological screening and DNA analysis of sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs) 
performed by a laboratory shall be done according to the individual laboratory’s current 
accreditation‐compliant analytical methods/procedures and in accordance with the current FBI 
Quality Assurance Standards for Forensic DNA Testing and Databasing Laboratories (QAS). 
Examinations performed are based on the type of case submitted and the quality and quantity 
of biological material present. Successful DNA results are dependent on the amount and 
condition of the biological material present. Once analysis has been completed, a written 
report of the findings will be issued by the laboratory in an understandable format so that the 
submitting law enforcement agency is clear about what is contained in the report and any 
required follow‐up. 

 

Current analytical methods and testing procedures for the Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigation forensic laboratory are located on the internet at https://osbi.ok.gov/forensic‐ 
services/quality‐system‐overview. Current analytical methods and testing procedures for the 
Oklahoma City Police Department and Tulsa Police Department forensic laboratories can be 
requested by contacting those laboratories directly. 

 

Prioritization 
Priority testing shall be given for sexual assault evidence collection kits (SAECKs) that will yield 
evidentiary value to the investigation and prosecution of the alleged sexual assault. Submitted 
SAECKs will be tested according to the laboratory’s submission policy/protocol(s), which may 
include individual laboratory‐specific prioritization of SAECKs. SAECKs are generally worked in 
the order in which they are received into the laboratory unless the laboratory is notified of 
extenuating circumstances, including but not limited to a public safety issue or pending jury 
trial date necessitating expedited analysis. However, additional criteria may be evaluated by 
each laboratory to categorize cases into priority levels. 



 

Criteria that may be used by the laboratory for prioritization into the highest tier include the 
following: 

 Cases where the offender is unknown to the survivor 
 Cases involving violence or forced involvement of survivor 

 Cases where a child is involved 

 Cases where the offender is believed to be a potential serial or repeat offender 

 Cases where the survivor is a senior citizen or an individual with diminished mental capacity 

 Cases with multiple offenders involved 
 Cases where criminal charges have been filed or are pending 

 
Criteria that may be used by the laboratory for a second tier priority level include the following: 

 Cases where a suspect is known to the survivor or it involves a date rape 
 Cases where the district attorney has declined to file charges 

 Cases where the survivor is not cooperative with law enforcement 

 Cases where there is no accusation of rape or sexual assault 

 Cases where both survivor and suspect claim intercourse occurred 
 

For untested or partially tested kits identified by the Oklahoma Sexual Assault Forensic 
Evidence (SAFE) Task Force, the statute of limitations for the case may also be evaluated for 
prioritization purposes. 

 
The preceding priority levels and criteria may be used by each forensic laboratory. However, 
each laboratory may elect to prioritize cases in a different manner based upon the resources 
available to the laboratory and the needs or priorities of their respective law enforcement 
customers. 

 
CODIS 
The Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) is the system of DNA databases at the national 
(NDIS), state (SDIS), and local (LDIS) levels for storing and searching DNA records from known 
individuals and forensic case samples contributed by federal, state, and local forensic 
laboratories for law enforcement identification purposes. Eligible DNA profiles can be searched 
against other profiles for the purpose of helping to generate investigative leads. DNA profiles 
entered into the CODIS database are routinely searched against new DNA profile uploads. 

 

All CODIS eligible DNA profiles generated by a laboratory during the course of analysis will be 
uploaded to the National (NDIS) and/or State (SDIS) DNA Index System. In the event of a match 
within the CODIS database, the submitting agency will be notified by the laboratory. It is the 
submitting agency’s responsibility to ensure that a CODIS match is followed up on through 
further investigation and collection of a known reference sample (i.e. buccal swabs) from the 
suspect to be submitted to the forensic laboratory. 



OKLAHOMA SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT TRACKING SYSTEM (OSAKTS) 
 

The Oklahoma Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System (OSAKTS) is a web based program used to 

track all Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kits in Oklahoma (https://sakt.osbi.ok.gov ). Per 74 

O.S. § 150.28a, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) administers this system and 

all medical providers, law enforcement agencies, or forensic laboratories having custody or use 

of any sexual assault evidence collection kit in the State of Oklahoma are required to participate 

as of January 1, 2020. 

 
Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) provides Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kits 

for the collection of sexual assault evidence from survivors of sexual assault. Every kit 

distributed by OSBI, as of October 1, 2019 shall be labeled with a serial number and be entered 

in OSAKTS. The tracking will begin with receipt of the kit by OSBI from the manufacturer and 

will track the kit through destruction. All kits in possession of law enforcement lacking a serial 

number must have a serial number assigned by OSBI for entry into OSAKTS. 

 
Records entered into the tracking system are confidential. Records relating to an evidence 
collection kit may be accessed only by either the survivor for whom the evidence collection kit 
was completed; or an employee of an entity for purposes of updating or tracking the status or 
location of the evidence collection kit. 

 
Survivors of sexual assault can see the timeline/current status of their kit by utilizing the 

website listed above and entering their kit serial number. 

 
Delivery of Kit to Medical Provider 

 Kit Received by OSBI from manufacturer, created in OSAKTS by OSBI 

 Medical Provider or other agency requests kit(s) from OSBI 
o OSBI physically sends kit(s) to requestor 
o OSBI marks each kit as sent in OSAKTS 
o Medical Provider or agency physically receives kit(s) 
o Medical Provider or agency marks each kit as received in OSAKTS 

 

Medical Provider 

 Physically receive kit(s) from OSBI 
 Mark kit(s) as received in OSAKTS 

 Returning unused kit(s) to OSBI 

o Physically return kit(s) to OSBI 
o Mark each kit as sent to OSBI in OSAKTS 

 If transferring custody to another medical provider 

o Turn over physical custody to that provider 
o Mark as sent to that provider in OSAKTS 

 Kit utilized for purpose other than collecting evidence from a survivor of sexual assault 



o Mark kit as repurposed in OSAKTS 
 Kit used to collect evidence from a survivor of sexual assault 

o Provide Survivor Notification Form to survivor 
o Complete Medical Data fields in OSAKTS 
o Turn over physical custody of kit to appropriate law enforcement agency 
o Mark kit as sent to the law enforcement agency in OSAKTS 

 

Law Enforcement Agency 

 Receive kit from medical provider or other law enforcement agency 

 Mark as received in OSAKTS 

 If transferring custody to another law enforcement agency 
o Turn over physical custody to that agency 
o Mark as sent to that agency in OSAKTS 

 Complete Law Enforcement Data fields in OSAKTS 
 Determine if per 74 O.S. § 150.28b the kit must be submitted to the laboratory 

 If kit will not be submitted 
o Mark Meets Submission Requirements as No and select Non‐Submission 

Reason from drop down 

o Retain kit for 50 years 
 If kit should be submitted 

o Mark Meets Submission Requirements as Yes 
o Physically send the kit to appropriate accredited crime laboratory 
o Mark kit as sent in OSAKTS 

 Once laboratory testing is complete and the kit is received back from the laboratory 
mark kit as received in OSAKTS 

 Maintain custody of kit until destruction date per 74 O.S. § 150.28b 
o Mark kit as destroyed in OSAKTS, when kit is destroyed 

 

Laboratory 

 Receive kit from law enforcement agency 

 Mark kit as received in OSAKTS and enter laboratory case number 
 At the completion of laboratory analysis of the kit 

o Enter date report issued to law enforcement in the lab data fields in OSAKTS 
 Physically return the kit to the law enforcement agency 
 Mark kit as sent to law enforcement agency in OSAKTS 

 

Survivor 
 Enter kit number in serial number field on OSAKTS website to view kit timeline 

and current status 

 Contact law enforcement agency handling the investigation if have any questions on the 
current status of the kit 
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