Adding a citizenship question would also alleviate courts of significant litigation. Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act has been interpreted to mandate that redistricting cannot result in racial "vote
dilution," which occurs when a racial minority is improperly deprived of a single-member district in
which it could form a majority with the ability to elect the candidate of their choice. Thornburg v. Gingles,
478 U.S. 30, 50 (1986). Courts have held that the proper metric for determining whether a racial group
could constitute a majority in a single member district is the citizen voting-age population. �es v. Ci'!}

ofFarmers Branch, 586 F.3d 1019, 1023-24 (5th Cir. 2009); Barnett v. City of Chicag o, 141 F.3d 699, 704
(7th Cir. 1998); Negron v. Ci'!} ofMiami Beach, 113 F.3d 1563, 1567-69 (11th Cir. 1997); Romero v. Pomona,
883 F.2d 1418, 1426 (9th Cir. 1989), overruled in part on other g rounds by Townsend v. Holman Consulting
Co,p., 914 F.2d 1136 (9th Cir. 1990).

This is especially important for districts with minority groups that have a large non-citizen
population, because in such districts good data is necessary to ensure that the citizen population is
large enough to elect that minority group's candidate of choice. But without access to accurate data,
the States cannot obtain certainty about whether they comply with the Voting Rights Act's
requirements. The result is protracted litigation and the possibility that minority populations will be
unable to elect the candidate of their choice. Finally, adding a citizenship question would improve
the public policy of States and municipalities. Equitably distributing voting power will translate to
more equitable policies that reflect the values of the local citizenry.
Citizenship still matters. It is a privilege that is important and meaningful, and not lightly ignored.
Non-citizens can be valuable members of our community, but citizenship rightly confers benefits
and responsibilities that must be taken seriously. Chief among them is the right to vote. Voting is the
most precious right of every citizen-it provides the means to participate, to influence, and to
articulate his concerns to the government. Including a simple question in the census will impose a
minimal burden on the government and the residents surveyed, but this small step will have a
significant and positive impact on the policies and constitution of our great republic. But failing to
accurately account for our citizenry harms the rights of our citizens, perhaps especially our minority
and immigrant citizens. In order to have accurate and usable data regarding voting-age citizens
in the United States, we respectfully request that the 2020 Census include a question regarding
citizenship.
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