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Dear District Attorney Prater: 

June 26, 2020 

This office has received your request for an official Attorney General Opinion in which you ask, 
in effect, the following question: 

Pursuant to 19 O.S.Supp.2019, § 215.30, the salaries of district attorneys are 

set at 98% of the salary of district judges. The body charged with fixing 

judicial salaries is the Board on Judicial Compensation, unless its decisions are 

"rejected or amended by law passed by a majority vote of each house of the 

Legislature." 20 O.S.2011, § 3.2. In its 2019 report, the Board recommended a 
9.23% salary increase for all state judges, but the report was amended by the 

Legislature to provide a 4.5% salary increase for certain listed judges, 

including district judges. See H.B. 2673, 57th Okla. Legislature, 2nd Reg. 
Session (2020). 

Does the judicial salary increase enacted pursuant to House Bill 2673 also 
increase the salaries of current district attorneys "by operation of law enacted 

prior to [their] election or appointment" such that the mid-term increase 

would be permitted by OKLA. CONST. art. XX:111, § 10? 

I. 

BACKGROUND 

A. District Attorney and Judicial Salaries.

Since 2003, the salaries of Oklahoma's district attorneys have been tied to those of the State's 
district judges pursuant to Title 19, Section 215.30 of the Oklahoma Statutes. That statute provides 
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