Giveto the Needy, Not the Greedy

A Giving Guidefor Donating to Charities

Before you donate, remember...
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Tipsfor Giving

Do not give cash.

Do not giveout your credit card number.
Writeacheck payableonly tothecharity,
not to anindividua collecting adonation.

Do not be pressured into giving.

Find out if acharity anditsfund-raisersare
register ed by contacting the office of the
Oklahoma Secretary of State.

Do not giveto acharity because you were
senta“gift” or justtoreceivea“freeprize.”
Do not befooled by namesthat sound
gmilar to alegitimate charity.

Do not pay for something that you didn’t
order.

Bewar e of organizationsoffering to send a
courier to pick up your donation.
Taketimeto get asmuchinformation and
learn as much asyou can about the organi za-
tion before you decide to make a contribu-
tion.

Do not do businessover the phone, ask for
informationinthemal.

Givedirectly to the charity of your choice.
Thiscutsout themiddle man and ensures
your money will go whereyou intended.
Check out the charity withimpartia sources.
Bewar e of appealsthat arelong on emotion
but short onfact.

Remember
It'sYour Money.
Do Your Homework.
GiveWisdly.

Report suspicious charity solicitations to:

Officeof the Attor ney Gener al
Consumer Protection Unit
4545N. Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 260
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
405-521-2029 (OK C)
918-581-2885 (Tulsa)
www.oag.state.ok.us

When contacted to donate...
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Ask Questions

What isyour full name?

What isthe phone number and addressfrom
whichyouarecdling?

What isthefull nameof the charity you are
representing?

What isthe headquarters address?

What isthe phone number?

Doesthe charity havealoca officein my area?
How long hasthe charity been operating?
What areitsgoasand purposes?

How will my donation be used?

Ismy contribution tax deductible?

How much of my donationwill godirectly to
the charity?

What portion of it will actualy be spent onthe
purpose of the charity?

How much of it will be used in Oklahoma?
What percentage of my donationwill goto
fundraisng?

Areyou avolunteer for the charity or areyou
paidtoraisefunds?

If you are paid, how much?

Will you send me printed literature about the
charity, itsgoals, program(s) and expenses,
including acurrent financial statement?

Don’'t BecomeaVictim of Charity Fraud



