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America’s Heroes Program

Hundreds of service members and their families will receive nearly half a million dollars in free legal services through a new partnership between the Attorney General’s Office and the Oklahoma Lawyers for America’s Heroes Program.

The Program was launched on Veterans Day 2010 to offer one-on-one legal advice and assistance to those Oklahomans  who have honorably served this nation and otherwise cannot afford or do not have access to the legal services they need. 

It was initially created to help the more than 3,200 members of the Oklahoma National Guard 45th Infantry Division before, during and after deployment to Afghanistan. The program has since grown to offer services to all past and present service members in need.

An initial $15,000 grant from the Oklahoma Mortgage Settlement Fund and the Attorney General’s Office will provide training for attorneys from across Oklahoma on mortgage and housing needs of soldiers and their families. The assistance for servicemen and women will range from answering a few legal questions to going into courtrooms across the state. 

The Attorney General’s Office and the Oklahoma Bar Association hope Oklahoma’s Heroes program will be a model for other states. 
 
Other mortgage aid programs receiving funds from the OMSF:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attorney General’s Legal Voucher Program 
Oklahomans who need legal assistance with mortgage and housing issues, but do not quality for need-based assistance programs, can apply for up to $5,000 through the AG Legal Voucher Program. The program allows homeowners to choose an attorney and reimburse the attorney for mortgage-related services with a voucher. The initial voucher program will continue through FY 2012 with an option to renew.

Oklahoma Bar Association Unathorized Practice of Law Initiative
Each day, the OBA receives calls from Oklahomans who have been scammed by individuals pretending to be lawyers and offering mortgage assistance and expertise. Many of these homeowners do not realize they’ve been defrauded until they are in serious financial situations or have lost their homes. An initial grant of $50,000 will add resources to this program and improve the state’s ability to investigate and prosecute criminals who aim to take advantage Oklahoma families. 
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