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Kim Glazier, Executive Director August 5, 2016
Oklahoma Board of Nursing
2915 N. Classen Blvd., Ste. 524
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

Dear Executive Director Glazier:

This office has received your request for a written Attorney General Opinion regarding agency
action that the Oklahoma Board of Nursing intends to take in Board case 10.014.17. The
proposed action is to deny the application for licensure by endorsement, pending the resolution
of a probation order with nursing authorities in New York. The applicant may seek further
review of the Board’s decision by submitting a written request for a hearing. The applicant was
charged in 2014 with “driving while ability impaired by drug” and possession of controlled
substance. In addition, the applicant’s nursing license was put on probation in New York after
the applicant withdrew controlled substances on six occasions without documenting
administration or waste of the drugs. The applicant’s probation period in New York will last two
years, between November 10, 2015 and November 9, 2017.

The Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act, 59 O.S.2011 & Supp.2015, § 567.1—567.20. authorizes
the Board to impose discipline when a nurse “[h]as had disciplinary actions taken against the
individual’s [license] . . . in this or any state, territory or country,” 59 O.S.Supp.2015,

§ 567.8(B)(10). The action seeks to ensure that a nurse who was disciplined in another
jurisdiction may safely practice in Oklahoma. The Board may reasonably believe that denying
the application until the probation order in New York is resolved will protect patients from
compromised nursing care

It is, therefore, the official opinion of the Attorney General that the Oklahoma Board of Nursing
has adequate support for the conclusion that this action advances the State of Oklahoma’s policy
to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.
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