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Dear Executive Secretary Hall:

This office has received your request for a written Attorney General Opinion regarding agency
actions that the Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology intends to
take pursuant to consent agreements in Board cases 16-02, 16-03, 16-05, and 16-06. The
proposed action in each case is to require completion of an ethics course and audit of the
licensee’s continuing education for the January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2016 term. The licenses
had expired on December 31, 2015, but each licensee worked as a speech-language pathologist
without a license on at least one date before renewing a license. In cases 16-02 and 16-06, the
employers did not bill for services provided on dates during which the licensees were unlicensed.
In cases 16-03 and 16-05, the consent agreements require the licensees to repay or withdraw
claims for services billed for those dates.

The Speech Pathology and Audiology Licensing Act, 59 0.8.2011 & Supp.2015, §§ 1601-1622,
requires individuals to obtain licenses before practicing speech-language pathology or audiology,
59 0.8.2011, §1604(A). Licensed individuals must also complete continuing education
requirements as a condition of license renewal. Id. § 1616.1. The actions seek to enforce
requirements geared toward ensuring compliance with licensure and continuing education
requirements. The Board may reasonably believe that an educational course and audit of the
licensees’ continuing education compliance are adequate to ensure no future violations occur.

It is, therefore, the official opinion of the Attorney General that the Board of Examiners for
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology has adequate support for the conclusion that these
actions advance the State of Oklahoma’s policy to require licensure of speech-language
pathologists and audiologists.
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