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Kim Glazier, Executive Director August 5,2016
Oklahoma Board of Nursing
2915 N. Classen Blvd., Ste. 524
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

Dear Exectitive Director Glazier:

This office has received your request for a written Attorney General Opinion regarding agency
actions that the Oklahoma Board of Nursing intends to take pursuant to consent agreements in
Board cases 3.0l1.17 and 3.016.17. The proposed actions are to require the licensees to take
courses in nursing law, patient rights and confidentiality, and nursing ethics. The licensees will
also be fined $500 and severely reprimanded. If the licensees fail to comply with the terms of the
order, the licenses will be suspended for three months and additional fines will be assessed. Both
licensees used their employers’ computers to improperly access confidential patient health
information.

The Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act, 59 0.5.2011 & Supp.2015, § 567.1—567.20, authorizes
the Board to impose discipline when a nurse is ‘guilty of unprofessional conduct” or “[v]iolate[s]
• . • a state or federal law relating to the practice” of nursing, 59 O.S.Supp.201 5, § 567.8(B)(7),
(9). Unprofessional conduct includes “violating the confidentiality of information or knowledge
concerning the patient.” OAC 425:10-1 1-1(b)(3)(G). According to federal law, a patient’s health
information may not be improperly examined or disclosed. See 45 C.F.R. § 164.502(a). These
actions seek to enforce requirements aimed at protecting the privacy of patients’ health
information from care providers who wocild misuse their access to such information. The Board
may reasonably believe that its actions are necessary to prevent future violations of patient
confidentiality.

it is, therefore, the official opinion of the Attorney General that the Oklahoma Board of Nursing
has adequate support for the conclusion that these actions advance the State of Oklahoma’s
policy to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring nurses do not misuse their
positions to improperly access confidential patient health information.
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