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Dear Executive Director Ashmore: 

September 16, 2015 

This office has received your request for a written Attorney General Opinion regarding agency 
action that the State Board of Behavioral Health Licensure intends to take. The proposed action 
is to revoke the license of a Licensed Professional Counselor who began a romantic relationship 
with a former client within five years of the termination of a counselor-client relationship. 

The Licensed Professional Counselors Act, 59 0.S.2011 & Supp.2014, §§ 1901-1920, 
authorizes the Board of Behavioral Health Licensure to prescribe rules of professional conduct 
governing Licensed Professional Counselors. 59 0.S.Supp.2014, § 1905(A)(2). The rules of 
professional conduct contained in the Board's administrative rules require that "[Licensed 
Professional Counselors] . . . not engage in any activity that is or may be sexual in nature with a 
former client for at least five (5) years after the termination of the counseling relationship." 
OAC 86:11-3-3(e). 

The action seeks to enforce the rule against relationships with former clients of the last five 
years. That rule is contained in the same section generally protecting client welfare including in 
areas such as financial dealings, discrimination, recordkeeping, and conflicts from dual 
relationships. Violation of the rule could reflect unfavorably on the profession of counselors and 
may be the result of exploitation stemming from the professional-client relationship. 

It is, therefore, the official opinion of the Attorney General that the Board of Behavioral Health 
Licensure has adequate support for the conclusion that this action advances the State of 
Oklahoma's policy to hold counselors to high standards of professional conduct. 
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