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Dear Executive Director Ross:

This office has received your request for a written Attorney General Opinion regarding agency
action that the Oklahoma Accountancy Board intends to take pursuant to separate consent orders
entered into with each of the certified public accountants (“CPAs”) in Board cases 2179, 2180,
2182, 2183, 2185, 2186, and 2188. Each CPA failed to complete the required amount of continuing
professional education (CPE), admitted to the violation, and agreed to an individual Administrative
Consent Order. The consent orders assess fines and administrative costs and require the CPAs to
complete any past due CPE hours, if not already completed.

The Oklahoma Accountancy Act requires CPAs to complete 120 hours of CPE over each three-
year period. 59 O.S.2011, § 15.35(C). The Board’s rules require four of these hours be in ethics
courses. OAC 10:15-30-5(a). The Act authorizes the Board to impose penalties on any individual,
firm, or entity found to have violated the Act, to include “[r]equir[ing] successful completion of
[CPE] programs deemed appropriate,” “[a]ssess[ing] a fine not to exceed $10,000 for each separate
offense,” and “{r]equir[ing] the registrant. . . to pay all costs incurred by the Board as a result of
hearings conducted regarding accountancy actions of the registrant[.]” 59 0.5.2011, §
15.24(A)($)-(10). The Board may reasonably believe that the proposed actions will deter future
violations.

It is, therefore, the official opinion of the Attorney General that the Oklahoma Accountancy Board
has adequate support for the conclusion that the proposed actions described herein advance the
State’s policy requiring that CPAs participate in continuing education.
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